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Synopsis

This is the number one, best selling graphing-required version of Mike Sullivan’s precalculus series.
It is used by thousands of students and hundreds of instructors because, simply, "IT WORKS." "IT
WORKS for both instructors and students because Mike Sullivan, after twenty-five years of
teaching, knows exactly what students need to do to succeed in a math class and he therefore
emphasizes and organizes his text around the fundamentals; preparing, practicing, and reviewing.
Students who prepare (read the book, practice their skills learned in previous math classes),
practice (work the math focusing on the fundamental and important mathematical concepts), and
review (study key concepts and review for quizzes and tests) succeed in class. Instructors
appreciate this emphasis as it supports their teaching goals to help their students succeed as well
as appreciate the fact that this dependable text retains its best features- - accuracy, precision,
depth, strong student support, and abundant exercises, while substantially updating content and
pedagogy.After completing the book, students will be prepared to handle the algebra found in

subsequent courses such as finite mathematics, business mathematics, and engineering calculus.
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Customer Reviews

Mike Sullivan Professor of Mathematics at Chicago State University received a Ph.D. in
mathematics from lllinois Institute of Technology. Mike has taught at Chicago State for over 30
years. He is a native of Chicagoa ™s South Side and currently resides in Oaklawn.A Mike has four

children.A The two oldest have degrees in mathematics and assisted in proofing, checking



examples and exercises, and writing solutions manuals for this project.A Mike Il co-authored the
Sullivan Graphing with Data Analysis series as well as this series.A Dan, the youngest, sells for
Prentice Hall as a generalist. A Mike has authored or co-authored over ten books.A He owns a
travel agency, and splits his time between a condo in Naples, Florida and a home in Oaklawn,
where Mike enjoys gardening.A Mike first signed this series with Deleen Publishing (Acquired by
Macmillan) in 1985. A Mike Sullivan Il is a professor of mathematics at Joliet Junior College.A He
holds graduate degrees from Depot University in both mathematics and economics.A Mike has
co-authored both of the Sullivan graphing series and collaborated with his sister to author
supplements for all of the Sullivan series. Mike has recently authored a brand new successful
Statistics book for Prentice Hall Fundamentals of Statistics, 1/e 2005 and Statistics: Informed
Decisions Using Data, 1/e, 2004. A Mike is currently working on a developmental math series for
Prentice Hall that will be published in 2007. Mike is the father of three children.A He is an avid
golfer and tries to spend as much of his limited free time as possible on the golf course. A Why We
Wrote the Book: A Work on this series began with a unique perspective.A Teaching at a large
urban institution and a smaller two-year college has allowed us to see firsthand the challenges
associated with teaching students with diverse backgrounds in an urban setting.A Successful
textbooks must be accessible to students.A As lead author of this series, one of the most important
things | bring to the project is my experience as author of a successful calculus text.A Mike and |
are both aware that students must be prepared in a Precalculus course for subsequent mathematics
courses.A We also realize that many College Algebra students will not be going on to take upper
level math courses.A In this series we resolved the seeming dilemma without sacrificing
accessibility. A The books in this series are designed to be mathematically comprehensive and to
provide substantial mathematical preparation for subsequent courses.A At the same time, great
effort has been expended to motivate the material and to make it accessible to even poorly

prepared students.

Great price, much less than the student bookstore ... HOWEVER, my copy DID come with the math
lab access !! After reading all the reviews, i also ordered a math lab access, since so many people
said that it did not come with one. | ordered a NEW copy of the looseleaf book, perhaps that is why |
got the mathlab access ... but if you do need the mathlab, then it is worth ordering the new copy ..

because it does come with it !!!

This book is not put together very well. The equations skip key steps and unless you have a



detailed math background, you will scratch your head trying to figure out the missing parts. It is also
riddled with errors. For example, in 9.4, you need to take the inverse function to determine the angle

of a vector. There is no mention of any inverse in the chapter.

My weakest point was precalc this last semester. The book arrived to me in good condition,
although it took some time to arrive. The book was in decent condition. There was some writing and
a little underlining in pencil, along with wrong answers. This book helped me pass the class.
Everything you need to know is in there. | like how this book highlights the new information it is
giving you, along with recaps at the end of the chapters.Buying the book for me was the option as |
used it until the last day of class, as well as underlined in pencil some of the things | needed.Would

reccomend this book to anyone who needs to take precalculus

The only flaw | have with the leaflet is that the hole punch cut off numbers and mathematical
equation needed to solve the problem, they should have made the lettering book size. You will have
to get an E-book in order to know what to do or look off your colleague book to find out what number

and mathematical wording is needed to solve the equations.

The format is okay not terrible. It has too many confusing sections with not enough explanations of
the material. It mainly contains examples and problem sets. It needs more plain English
explanations for people like me who cant easily understand the numerical examples given.lt is kinda
heavy and bulky but that is expected for a textbook.overall not bad and is good fro showing you how

something is done.If i had to i would re rent it.

Book was delivered with loose pages and ripped binding. Overall appearance and convinence was
very low, however it got the job done. | didn’t think much of it until | returned it and was charged full

price because it wasn’t in acceptable condition.

Exactly what my son needed for a college class.

Perfect price for the book . | didnt want to spend 100 or more dollars to buy the book . The book
wasnt in good conditions but it works. | had to buy 2 binders to get the everything in . Highly

recommended it if you dont want to spend alot of money
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